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intend to govern on liberal principles, and nothing was
further from his thoughts than to consult either his son
or his daughter-in-law on affairs of State. In this Queen
Victoria was really of a like mind with him, for her eldest
son was fifty years old before she allowed him any voice
in matters of internal or international policy. Why then
should not King William of Prussia resent the young
Crown Prince, now just thirty years old, airing liberal
views so directly opposed to his own, especially when
he knew that these poisonous doctrines were inspired
by the even younger ' Englanderin * ? Already she had
been too emphatic on the superior excellence of all
things English, and now, as Crown Princess, she became
more emphatic yet. Within a year of King William's
accession occurred the lamentable death of the Prince
Consort, and more than ever his daughter felt the
sacredness of the mission with which on her marriage
he had entrusted her. More than ever it was her duty,
now that he was gone, to inspire her husband with his
noble ideals and aspirations. Her father's death had but
strengthened the spiritual tie between them, and with the
added prestige of her new position she pursued his
will.

Next year, 1862, came the determinative moment for
the future history of Prussia. The Reichstag refused to
vote the enormous sum which the new King demanded
for the reconstitution of the Prussian army, and he
recalled Bismarck from the German Embassy at Paris.
From then till his dismissal from the post of Chancellor
by the Crown Princess's eldest baby, then aged three,
he dictated the policy of Prussia. Autocracy took the
place of constitutional government, and * blood and
iron ' were its methods. His principles, in fact, were